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Who Bart Knols, University of
Wageningen.

Brainwave Using Dutch Limburger
cheese as bait to trap African malaria
mosquitoes.

How “We discovered that these
mosquitoes are strongly attracted to the
smell of human feet. The bacteria on
your feet are very similar to the bacteria
used to make Limburger cheese, so a
mixture of chemicals making up the
cheese odour can be used in traps. By
also exposing the mosquitoes to the
soil-borne fungus Metarhizium
anisopliae they can be killed in an eco-
friendly way. Both of these anti-malaria
measures are new and highly effective.”
Wow The mould alone could reduce
infections by 75% per year. Globally,
every 30 seconds a child dies of malaria.
90% of these cases are in Africa.



